
ABOUT -
THE ISLAND

In the true spirit of Copenhagen, the one that embraces creative 
initiatives and honors the city’s industrial heritage, Refshaleøen 
is its poster child. It’s a reconstructed area, roughly 500,000 
square meters of artificial land, with a vast variety of activities 
to offer and places to explore. Whether you’re coming for the 
state-of-the-art rock climbing hall, the high-end restaurant by 
Noma alum Matt Orlando, or for one of the many events held out 
here, get ready to experience the city from its alternative, and a 
little bit cooler, side.

Refshaleøen was originally home to one of Copenhagen’s most 
legendary employers, the giant shipyard Burmeister & Wain. 
When they were forced to close after years of downsizing, a new 
kind of worker found their way out to the island. Artists, creative 
entrepreneurs, musicians, and producers; anyone with a need 
outside of the ordinary quickly spread themselves among the 
abandoned buildings - and there were plenty of them to choose 
from. There are the giant halls built for ship construction, some 
of which a staggering 68 meters tall, but also buildings that 
were used for administration, maintenance, and leisure activ-
ities. The Optical Tower, originally built to fit a giant projector 
that magnified drawings on to steel plates in a hall below, is 
now the meeting room for a climber’s club, aptly placed at the 
end of an 85 step stair case.

Nowadays the island is proud to house over 160 different cre-
ative companies and to be the host of many spectacular events. 
The freedom that reinvention brings makes it possible for a lux-
ury boat garage to lay side by side with band rehearsal spac-
es, while within a stone’s throw we find an intriguing workshop 
building real, functioning spaceships.

The events that take place out here, most of which return yearly, 
are quite out of the ordinary as well. Music festivals like Co-
penhell, Scandinavia Reggae Festival, and Distortion; sporting 
events like Move; and the food festival MAD Symposium, are all 
a part of shaping the present and creating an exciting future on 
the island.

Refshaleøen neighbors with two Copenhagen institutions; Hol-
men and Christiania. Both are abandoned military areas, recon-
structed and reinvented. Holmen is where you today find Co-
penhagen’s Opera House and many of the city’s schools of the 
arts. Christiania is the city’s world famous freetown, one of the 
most unique places in the world.
Refshaleøen offers a look back through time whilst participating 
in making and innovating the future. With its industrial charm 
and unique activities, Refshaleøen is the perfect destination for 
a different kind of day trip.

WELCOME TO REFSHALEØEN - 
COPENHAGEN’S HIP NEW NEIGHBORHOOD

EVENTS /2014

///////
TURN

AROUND 
FOR A GUIDE 

TO THE 
ISLAND

SEKTIONSHALLERNE 

10th of MAY // EUROVISION SONG CONTEST 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
KONCERTPLADSEN 

11th - 13th of JUNE  // COPENHELL  
1st of AUGUST // VOLBEAT 
29th -30th of AUGUST // SCANDINAVIA REGGAE FESTIVAL 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
BEDDINGEN / MINEFELTET 

6th - 7th of JUNE  // DISTORTION 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SØNDER HOVED 

31st of MAY // 12RUN 
20th -22nd of JUNE  // MOVE COPENHAGEN 
1st -3rd of AUGUST  // CULTURAL HARBOUR  
13th -31th of AUGUST // NY CIRKUS FESTIVAL 
24th - 25th of AUGUST  // MAD SYMPOSIUM 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
MARKETENDERIET 

8th -9th of AUGUST  // UHØRT 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SKOVEN 

1st of JUNE + 27th of JULY // SØNDAGSVENNER 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
GRANITDOKKEN 

16th of AUGUST  // FOXTAIL FOLK FESTIVAL 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
LYNETTEFORTET 

15th - 17th of AUGUST  // ASTEROIDEN 

REFSHALEVEJ 151
1432 COPENHAGEN K
TLF: +45 32 54 32 21

MAIL@REFSHALEOEN.DK
REFSHALEOEN.DK

HISTORY:
Refshaleøen is a man made island, a pile of dirt and gravel 
placed there by the Copenhagen port authorities when machine 
factory Burmeister & Wain needed more space. Following their 
arrival at Refshaleøen, B&W grew to become one of Denmark’s 
biggest employers. With over 8 000 workers who would com-
mute there every day, B&W was an iconic part of Copenhagen’s 
history. In 1996 the shipyard closed the gates of this historic 
site for the last time. Approximately half the island is now in 
the care of the current owners, Refshaleøens Ejendomsselskab 
A/S (RE).

FUTURE:
The island’s focus is to keep its history alive while moving for-
ward in a responsible way. The raw coolness and sheer size 
of Refshaleøen makes it one of Copenhagen’s most versatile 
spaces, full of energy and with a social responsibility and com-
munity feeling that few can beat. The vision is for the area to 
include apartments and full community services in the future. 
With this goal in mind, Refshaleøen represents a broad mix of 
interests which is vital to keeping the community alive.

HOW TO GET HERE:
Refshaleøen is a great destination for your next day trip. You 
can rent a bike or hop on the special Harbour Bus (a ferry) for a 
true Copenhagen experience. If you prefer a more conventional 
type of transportation, Bus 40 will take you all the way through 
the gates. Either way you choose, getting there will be a part of 
the fun.

DID YOU KNOW?
Refshaleøen is located just across the water from The Little 
Mermaid. When you take a picture of her,  
Refshaleøen is your backdrop.

”Hopefully, everyone visiting, working, or liv-
ing on Refshaleøen in the future will get the 
feeling of an ever-changing area. It is a place 
constantly in between settling and transition-
ing into what is needed from its occupants 
and surroundings. Currently, we are providing 
the city of Copenhagen with a playground of 
sports, events, and semi-permanent spaces 
for experimenting, working, meeting, or just 
hanging out. We continue to add to the story 
of Refshaleøen as an unique and groundbreak-
ing place to be, and we’re inviting all interest-
ing companies and activities to join us.” 
Christian Herskind, CEO of Refshaleøen Holding
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AMASS - 
FINE DINING IN HIGH DEMAND

Amass held its much anticipated opening in the summer of 2013 to 
raving reviews, making it one of the most well-known establishments 
on the island. Owner Matt Orlando, a former head chef at Noma, 
successfully accomplished what he set out to create; a fine-dining 
restaurant with a relaxed and welcoming atmosphere. Located in 
a huge open room that faces the scenic Copenhagen harbor and 
with its own garden right outside the floor to ceiling windows, you’ll      
struggle to find a cooler place to eat.  

We managed to get a hold of Matt Orlando himself, to answer some 
questions about life as a restaurateur on Refshaleøen, six months in.

What was your vision when planning to open a restaurant in a 
place like Refshaleøen? “It was really important to me that the area 
was unique. If I had to come up with a location before I knew about 
Refshaleøen, I could not have dreamed of a better spot. As far as the 
concept of the restaurant, I really let the space and the area define it. 
I truly believe that everything from the ambiance in the dining room, 
to the design of the kitchen, to the vegetable garden, even to the 
food we serve, is affected by the building and the area.” 

WWW.AMASSRESTAURANT.COM

WWW.EUROVISION.TVWWW.CPHBEACH.DK

WWW.CPHDISTORTION.DK WWW.LANDARTGENERATOR.ORG

LIGHT SANCTUARY BY  MARTINA DECKER AND PETER YEADON

PHOTO BY - TIM SPREADBURY

LAND ART GENERATOR INITIATIVE - 
AN ART COMPETITION  FOR THE NEXT CENTURY

LAGI is a global competition that aims to get people talking more 
about green energy. Artists, architects, scientists, and engineers 
gather up in teams and submit ideas for huge public art installations. 
But these pieces are not just designed to look cool, they also have 
the ability to feed green energy straight into the public electricity grid. 

“Refshaleøen is the perfect canvas for the LAGI teams.” Founders 
Elizabeth Monoian and Robert Ferry describe how the aesthetic of 
Refshaleøen will influence the design submissions for this years 
competition. “We choose sites that will inspire the minds of the      de-
sign teams, the residents, and the decision-makers of the cities.  Ref-
shaleøen offers all of these qualities and fits well with our selection 
criteria.” 

The interest to participate is high- just one week after the guidelines 
were released they had been downloaded nearly 1, 000 times, with 
hundreds of registrations for the competition. The deadline for     sub-

issions is May 18th but the LAGI year doesn’t end there. The winning 
teams will be announced in July, with an award ceremony, a big end-
of-the-year exhibition and a book launch about the project following 
in the fall, all in partnership with the Danish Design Centre. 

The winning teams are picked by a jury chosen to represent the       
diverseness of the competition itself; in 2014 it includes both a      
minister and a mayor as well as creatives like artists and architects. 
“Because we are a global initiative, we seek jurors who are both local 
and international in reach.” 

This is the competition’s third year, the previous two took place 
in Abu Dhabi and New York. Refshaleøen is very proud to be                          
Copenhagen’s choice of site when LAGI comes to Denmark.

COPENHAGEN DISTORTION - 
THE ULTIMATE STREET PARTY

To simply call it a music festival would be terribly unfair to the high  
energy celebration of nightlife called Copenhagen Distortion. It is a 
wild adventure, taking over the streets of Copenhagen every sum-
mer in June. Each day a new neighborhood gets flooded with an en-
thusiastic crowd in what can best be described as a cheerful chaos. 

Three years ago the festival held its grand finale, the closing party, 
at Refshaleøen. The festival and the island turned out to be a perfect 
match. “Refshaleøen has so many amazing attributes; it’s beautiful, 
raw, and in the middle of Copenhagen”, says Thomas Fleurquin, the 
festival’s founder and chief architect. “On top of it all, it’s an island – 
which is perfect on a spiritual level.” 

So last year Copenhagen Distortion decided to relocate the third 
festival day from the inner city out to Refshaleøen. And again, the 
idea of dancing their troubles away with the city of Copenhagen as a 

CPH BEACH -
BRINGING ENDLESS SUMMER TO COPENHAGEN

Imagine stepping in from a cold and rainy day to a scene taken 
straight from a summer beach. Hey, good news Copenhagen - 
that’s exactly what you can do at CPH Beach- the year round beach        
volleyball facility that opened on Refshaleøen in 2011. It’s the next 
best thing from an actual summer beach experience, down to the 
floor heating that replicates the warm sand of a summer beach. This 
is Denmark’s largest beach volleyball club and home of some of the 
strongest national teams in the sport, including the reigning champi-
ons for both men and women.

The Refshaleøen facility has courts both indoors and outdoors, and 
welcomes everyone to come and join in on the fun. We spoke to 
Lydia Jørgensen, one of three initiators of CPH Beach and the club’s 
current sports director.

How did the idea of starting up a beach volleyball club in  
Copenhagen come about? “The idea for CPH Beach came up in 
the summer of 2007, when three beach players (Malene Meincke, 
Kim Blanksø, and I) sat down in a café to try to figure out the pos-
sibility of establishing an indoor beach arena in Copenhagen. De-
spite all the immense fun the sport contains, beach volley is rather 
at odds in a country like Denmark due to the short summer season. 

REFSHALEØEN PROUDLY WELCOMES - 
EUROVISION SONG CONTEST 2014

Millions of people all around the world will tune in to watch when 
the music event that needs no introduction, the Eurovision Song        
Contest, comes to Copenhagen and Refshaleøen in May 2014. 
This pop music extravaganza has been held and broadcasted                          
uninterrupted since 1956, making it one of the longest running shows 
in television history. This year it is coming to Denmark for the third 
time, and for the first time to Refshaleøen. We couldn’t be more ex-
cited to host it. 

We got the opportunity to ask Pernille Gaardbo, the executive       
producer of the contest, a few questions to get us in the mood for 
the festivities. 

How did you go about choosing Refshaleøen as your venue? 
“When we received the proposal from the City of Copenhagen to 
host the Eurovision Song Contest in the B&W Halls on Refshaleøen, 
we immediately thought it was a spectacular idea. The B&W Halls 
are the perfect match for our vision. It gives us a unique opportunity 
both inside the halls and around the area to rethink the show, build it 
from scratch, and create a very different visual look.”

FRANK JENSEN -
A Q&A WITH COPENHAGEN’S  MAYOR

Frank Jensen has been the mayor of Copenhagen since 2010 
and has accomplished a lot in his time. Promoting growth, stand-
ing by gay rights, and working hard to implement a plan to make                 
Copenhagen completely CO2 neutral by 2025 are just a few of the 
cool things we will remember him by. 

He’s been out to visit Refshaleøen several times and we’re excited 
to hear his thoughts on the future for the island, the sustainable ini-
tiatives that take place here, and his own experiences visiting us.

How do you think Refshaleøen would best be used and included 
as a part of the Copenhagen harbor? “I think some of the projects 
that are already in the making at Refshaleøen serve the purpose 
of the island well. At Refshaleøen we have a unique opportunity to 
host major events such as the Eurovision Song Contest, in an en-
vironment created specifically to fit the needs of the event. This is a 
gift that can generate value to a vast number of similar events in the 
future.” 

Have you heard about the Land Art Generator Initiative (LAGI) 
that takes place out here next year? What are your thoughts on 

using the area for those kinds of initiatives? “Yes, I have heard 
about Land Art Generator Initiative, and I think that this is exactly the 
sort of event that is made possible by a venue such as Refshaleøen. 
The raw and industrial environment of the island and the sparse, 
rustic buildings make the perfect surroundings for such a display.”

What are your own experiences visiting Refshaleøen? “I have 
visited Refshaleøen on a number of occasions. Both from the harbor 
side on various tour boats, in my kayak, and also for a visit to the 
Blocs & Walls center where I was lucky enough to participate in the 
opening event.”

We are very proud to provide the venue for 2014’s Eurovision 
Song Contest. Will you come join us for the competition? “I 
most definitely will join you for the upcoming 2014 Eurovision Song 
Contest. I am very much looking forward to seeing the end result 
of the preparations of the B&W venue where the competition is to 
take place, and I hope that the unique surroundings at Refshaleøen 
will contribute to an unforgettable experience for the thousands and 
thousands of fans that will travel to Copenhagen to participate in the 
festivities.”

The B&W halls were built for ship construction but the                   
Eurovision Song Contest is all about glamour. Is it a chal-
lenge to transform the halls? “It takes a lot of work, planning, and                 
reconstruction to make an abandoned shipyard ready for the biggest   
European entertainment show on TV and to host the thousands      
attending in the audience. But we also want the original raw feeling 
of the halls and their history to stand out and be a part of the show.” 

Can you tell us a little bit about how the location will contribute 
to set the Eurovision Song Contest of 2014 aside from all the 
rest? “Refshaleøen will be transformed into Eurovision Island, and 
will ooze of Eurovision during the two weeks the competition is in 
Copenhagen. Eurovision Island will play a big part of the whole 
Eurovision experience.”

What can a visitor expect when coming to the island for one of 
the shows? “The visitors as well as the viewers can expect an out-
standing show in a unique setting, never seen before in the history of 
Eurovision Song Contest. We hope to bring Europe closer together. 
I can promise a spectacular show with lots of events in Copenhagen 
and all of Denmark!”

.

Luckily other dedicated beach-players felt the same, which led to the         
creation of CPH Beachvolley club in the spring 2008.

We decided to pursue the idea and after a roller coaster ride of      
battling for funding, logistic challenges, meeting different architects, 
etc., the Municipality of Copenhagen came up with the location on 
Refshaleøen. What a sunny day it was! With economic support from 
the Municipality of Copenhagen and the Nordea Foundation, and a 
leasing contract with REDA, the dream became reality.”

What’s your favorite thing about your location on the island? 
That CPH Beach is, as the name implies, a real urban beach-           
located between water, industry, and modern culture. Playing 
on the outdoor courts on the waterfront side on a warm summer                  
evening with the ‘royal Copenhagen skyline’ in the background is 
just a unique and stunning aesthetic experience.

What’s coming up for CPH Beach in the near future? Everybody 
is of course looking forward to summer and playing outdoors - either 
on our courts at Refshaleøen or Ryparken. Summer also means that 
the official Danish Beach Volleyball Championship Tour is running all 
over Denmark (May to August). 

beautiful backdrop was exactly what these keen party goers wanted. 
“It went fantastic, almost too good. We expected 20-25.000 people. 
The police say we were 45.000.”

When asked if there is anything he would like to do differently 
this year, Thomas says, “These days we are trying to focus more            
seriously on live music. The only thing for sure is that it’s a total rave–  
designed to get people in a trance. And the surprise explosion was 
such a hit last year that I think it might become a new tradition.”

With great music, happy people, and hygge to the max, Copenhagen 
Distortion is the epitome of good energy. You couldn’t come up with a 
better way to kickstart your summer.

Was having a garden to grow produce for the restaurant part of 
why you chose the location? “That definitely played a huge roll in 
picking this location. As a chef you always dream of having your own 
garden, but you don’t realize how amazing and inspiring it really is 
until you have one and think, ‘How did I ever do without it before?’” 

Do you think there are any major differences between having 
a restaurant a little off the beaten track compared to having a 
location in the city? “I think that having a place a bit off the beaten 
path has proven to be nothing but beneficial for the restaurant. When 
you come to eat at Amass, your experience begins the second you 
step out your own front door. There’s this certain amount of excite-
ment that builds when you have to make a little journey to arrive at 
wherever you are going. And this is not limited to just the guests-         
I also really think that it affects how we perform. All of us really appre-
ciate the extra effort that our guests make to come and see us, so in 
return, we want to give them the best experience possible.”

PHOTO BY - MARTIN DAN OLSEN
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BLOCS & WALLS -
THE BIGGEST CLIMBING CENTRE IN SCANDINAVIA

Prepare to get impressed the first time you walk into Blocs & Walls. 
The room is huge, bright, and airy, with unbelievably tall walls like 
colorful art works. Everywhere you look there’s activity; people climb-
ing up and down walls, dangling in ropes, or standing steady on the 
ground, focused on their partner high up in the air. 

“When the possibility to create a rock gym in the old shipyard at  
Reshaleøen arose, we had no doubts”, says Ola Mattsson, the      
driving force behind the project and part of the team that designed 
the centre. “The scenery and the activities out here are spectacu-
lar, people are dynamic, creative, and fun to work with, and the old 
shipyard localities are the perfect setting. We could not have found 
a better location.”
 
With over 2300 m² of climbable walls, Blocs & Walls has enough 
variety to stay challenging for all skill levels. So what did such a 
huge endeavor require? “The fundraising, projection, design, and 
architectural work as well as the actual construction of the internal 
buildings and climbing walls took exactly 2,5 years. I can assure you 
there wasn’t an idle moment in this period. 2,5 years for a project 

this size is record breaking and we owe great thanks to the city of                   
Copenhagen, the members of the Danish Alpine club, as well as to 
the people at Refshaleøen.”

The story of Blocs & Walls began 7 years ago, when the 1,000   
members of the Danish Alpine Club were cramped into a room about 
the size of a tennis court. It’s easy to picture the shortcomings of 
such a venue when it comes to practicing an activity that is supposed 
to take place in the grandeur of nature. In a country like Denmark, 
that leaves a little to wish for as far as high mountains and climbable 
cliffs goes, Blocs & Walls offers a worthy runner up to the real thing.

WWW.BLOCS-WALLS.DK PHOTO BY - BOBBY ANWAR
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